Instructions for Using the Wetland Application Review Tool (WART)
I developed the WART with several goals:
1. Expedite and standardize wetland permit application reviews.
2. Ensure that Inland Wetland Commissioners have information necessary for making an informed decision on the merits of a wetland permit application.
3. Educate commissioners and the public on a variety of topics and resources that are easily accessed on the Internet.
I included in the WART items that, in my experience, are relevant to many wetland applications. I recognize that all of these items will not be relevant to all applications, and some applications will have unique aspects (e.g. soil contamination) that are not covered by WART. The latter can be addressed in Part 5 of the WART (Additional Reviewer Comments).
It is very easy to use the WART. This Microsoft Word document is divided into five main sections (e.g., Natural Resources, Site Plan Elements, etc.), and within each of these there are several subsections (Soils, Wetland Habitats, etc.). In order to check a box (Yes, No, etc.) click inside that box. To remove a box check, click the box a second time. Red italicized explanatory comments can be inserted below each criterion. I have attached a sample page of the WART from an application review that I recently performed.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please do not make any material changes to the WART, such as adding additional subsections or criteria, since this would no longer represent my original work. The review can be customized in Part 5 of the WART. Formatting changes such as logical page breaks, or deleting a subsection because it is not relevant to an application, etc. are of course acceptable.
Along with the WART checklist, I created a “Notes & References” file, attached, that provides explanatory information, references and instructions for generating natural resource graphics for some of the checklist items. These notes appear as parenthetical numbers in the checklist.
I have also attached a simple cover page that can be placed at the front of the WART. It includes space to provide project name, date, name of reviewer, site inspection date(s), and application materials reviewed.
I would greatly appreciate receiving feedback from WART users so that I can continually improve the product. Please contact me by email (ecosys88@gmail.com) or phone (860-561-8598).
I plan to make available, at no cost, periodic updates of the WART on a to-be-built Connecticut Ecosystems LLC website. I will contact you when that is up and running.
Edward M. Pawlak
Connecticut Ecosystems LLC

